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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER 2014 IN THE RYDE METHODIST CHURCH, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7:00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Conrad Gauntlett, Brian Harris, 
Karen Lucioni, Roi Milburn (Mayor), David Moore, Jill Moore,
Malcolm Ross, Ian Stephens, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Phil Warren and Wayne Whittle.

	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	     Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)
     Isle of Wight County Press Reporter
     Members of the Public

     Sgt Matt Wilford, Ryde Safer Neighbourhood Team

    Questions were raised about the following:
· Publishing of ward allocations in the Media
· ‘Flashing’ Green man on Pedestrian Crossings
· Traffic in the High Street area up to Star Street
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	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Gary Taylor and David Woodward.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Ivor Warlow and Wayne Whittle declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 9 as they are IW Councillors and sit on the Executive Committee for the Community Highways Fund.
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
There were no individual requests for dispensation. 
The following dispensations granted under Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 by the Clerk to all Members were noted.

(i) In respect of purchase of ink

(ii) In respect of the setting of the Budget and Precept for 2015/16

MINUTES

RESOLVED the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 7 July 2014 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor subject to a typographical amendment in 125/14.
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed Members of some concerns raised in a report from the Harbour Master about an event that took place on Eastern Gardens over the Scooter rally weekend. This event received a funding contribution from Ryde Town Council Finance Committee towards the erection of a large screen. It was suggested that these matters be taken into consideration when the Town Council is awarding funding for future events. 
The issues of apparent inconsistencies with regards to the setting of licensing conditions was raised. 
REPORTS
Sgt Matt Wilford gave an update on the crime figures in comparison to those of the same period last year. 
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced

· he had attended the Ryde Town Local Action Group meeting on 10 July.
· he had attended an exhibition and lunch provided by Oakfield Primary School to show their entries into ‘In Bloom’ 2014 on the 11 July.
· he had attended a Ryde in Bloom briefing meeting on 18 July.
· he had welcomed the judges for South & South East in Bloom judging day and hosted the lunch for them on 21 July. 
· he had attended an art preview at the Depozitory on 24 July.
· he had attended an art preview at Ryde School on 25 July.
· he had been a judge for the ‘Caravan in Bloom competition held by Nodes Point, along with Councillor Harris, Chair of Ryde in Bloom on 26 July.
· he had been the judge for the fancy dress competition for ‘Party on the Green’ held on 26 July.
· he had attended ‘Party on the Pier’ to celebrate its 125th anniversary on 27 July.
· he had attended the Civic Service held at Newport Minster to commemorate WW1 on 3 August.
· he had attended the WW1 commemoration and flag raising held at the flag pole adjacent to Super Bowl on 4 August.
· he had attended a meeting with the Clerks and Island Geek about re-vamping the Town Council’s website on 5 August.
· he had attended a meeting with PC Commissioner Simon Hayes
· he had attended the official launch of the Community Paint project at Aspire
· he had provided a letter of support to Vernon Square Preservation Society for an initial outline bid for some heritage funding.
· he had attended the plaque unveiling ceremony at the Esplanade Station as part of the Celebrations for 150 years of rail travels. 
· He had presented the prizes at the Waterside Pool Swimming Gala.
· He had attended and judged at the Illuminate Carnival Procession. 
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

The Mayor reported that Councillor Gary Taylor had attended the beach cleaning meeting in County Hall and visited Ryde Saints to present them with a cheque from his ward allocation. 

Councillor Harris reported that he had pleased to attend the following:

· Judging for ‘Caravan in Bloom’ competition at Nodes Point
· Ryde in Bloom, school judging, along with Councillor Jill Moore

· Local Area Action Group meeting

· The flag raising held at the flag pole adjacent to Super Bowl on 4 August to commemorate WW1
· Wight in Bloom awards and was pleased to report that Ryde Town Council has won first place for ‘Community Involvement’.

· Accompanied the judges from South & South East in Bloom for the judging of the first ‘Stations in Bloom’ competition. 

Councillor Harris gave his thanks as Chair of Ryde in Bloom to Councillors Jill Moore, Phil Warren and Mr Mike Fitt for judging all of the Ryde in Bloom entries throughout the parish. 
Councillor Adrian Axford reported that he had attended the following:

· Vernon Square ‘Music in Regency Garden’

· The moving of the Donald McGill collection to the Ryde District Heritage Centre

· The prizegiving for the junior Vectis Boating and Fishing Club

· Easthill Garden Party – Easthill is a residential home for Deaf People based in Ryde, Isle of Wight and forms part of [sonus] a registered charity working with deaf people
COMMUNITY HIGHWAYS FUND
Following a letter and report received from Tony Toynton, Interim Highways PFI Manager at the Isle of Wight Council seeking the views of the Town Council on the development of a Community Highways Fund and the following questions

(i) Does the Town Council support the development o the Fund
(ii) Does the Town Council support the formation of a small cross party group of IW Councillors to assist with the prioritisation of highway improvement schemes. 

(iii) Would the Town Council be willing and able to contribute financially to the implementation of any improvement schemes – if yes, how much.

Councillor Ian Stephens left the meeting room during the discussion.

Councillor Ian Stephens returned to the meeting room.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council write to the Isle of Wight Council with the agreed response:
1) Ryde Town Council supports the establishment of the Communities Highway Fund as outlined in the policy attached to your letter. 

2) Ryde Town Council supports the proposal to form a small cross party group of councillors to assist with the prioritisation of Highway Improvement Schemes. 

3) Ryde Town Council did not agree to making an annual budget allocation to the Highways Fund as it was felt that such an allocation could result in support being given by Ryde residents to schemes outside of Ryde’s boundaries. However, Ryde Town Council did agree that it may be willing to consider making a financial contribution to schemes prioritised in the Ryde area on a case by case basis. 

It was also agreed that Tony Toynton be invited to attend a future meeting of the Town Council’s Planning Committee in order to further discuss these matters. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 10 June, 1 and 22 July 2014 were received.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 9 July 2014 were received. 
It was RESOLVED that the following recommendation arising from the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 9 July 2014 was approved. 

· That the following persons be signatory to the Town Council’s bank account – 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor

Chairman and/or Vice Chairman of Finance Committee

Chairman and/or Vice Chairman of Planning Committee

It was noted that these changes will come into effect following the November Full Council meeting and will be considered and reapproved as usual at the 2015 Annual Meeting.

PAYMENTS
RESOLVED that

i. Payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 1, totalling £6501.27 be approved
ii. Payments shown on Appendix 2, which have been made under Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3) were noted. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as Monday 6 October 2014, Methodist Church, Garfield Road, Ryde.
The meeting closed at 8:20pm.
Signed …………………………………………………… Mayor/Chairman

Date…………………………………………………..

	
	

	
	


1 of 1

