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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2014 IN THE RYDE METHODIST CHURCH, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7:00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Henry Adams, Adrian Axford, Conrad Gauntlett, 
Brian Harris, Karen Lucioni, Roi Milburn (Mayor), David Moore, 
Jill Moore, Ian Stephens, Gary Taylor, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Phil Warren, Wayne Whittle and David Woodward.

	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	    Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council

    Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)
     Isle of Wight County Press Reporter
     Members of the Public

     Sgt Matt Wilford, Ryde Safer Neighbourhood Team

    Questions were raised about the following:
· Empty shop window displays
· Town Hall Sale – particularly in connection with the Shrine located on the South side of the building and the possible re-siting of the war memorial.

· Cleaning of Queen Victoria’s bust in the Town Square

· That consideration perhaps be given to locating a zebra crossing along the Brading Road near to Busy Bee.
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	APOLOGIES
There were no apologies received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Conrad Gauntlett declared interests as an Isle of Wight Councillor, Havenstreet & Ashey Town Councillor, a connection with the Waterside Pool and a local business man.
Councillor Wayne Whittle declared interests as an Isle of Wight Councillor, a local business man and Acting Chi
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
There were no individual requests for dispensation. 
MINUTES

RESOLVED the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 1 September 2014 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor subject to Councillor Malcolm Ross being removed from the present list.

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Councillor Wayne Whittle asked if anyone was aware of a possible commencement of work at The Royal York Hotel. Councillor Tim Wakeley informed Council that the Planning Committee understood the applicant was in discussion with the Isle of Wight Council regarding the pre-commencement conditions with a view to work starting.
REPORTS
Sgt Matt Wilford gave an update on the crime figures in comparison to those of the same period last year. 
Sgt Wilford reported that the Community Police Van, on various weekday afternoons, was a visible presence in the High Street. This was proving to be a valuable way of engaging locally with the community. 

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced

· he had attended the Local Area Action Group meeting on 11 September. 
· he had attended Ryde Art Collective art preview in Garfield Church on 12 September. The Mayor reported that this had been a tremendous event. 
· he had attended and been a judge for the Classic Car Extravaganza on 14 September.
· he had been in attendance for the penultimate leg of Kayaking around the Island, which was raising awareness and funding for Dementia. It was pleasing to see that this event had also been supported by the Fire Service.
· he had met with representatives of the Department for Communities  and Local Government at the Waterside Pool as an example of a great community project.
· he had attended the Election Count at the recent By-Election for Ryde East.
· he had been present at Yelfs Hotel on 27 September, following an invitation from the Sea Cadets, where the Commanding Officer Geoff Reed was stepping down after 10 years.
· he had been visited by Simon Perry, OnWight and be shown a professional marketing promotion App – ‘Ryde-Onwight’. The Mayor reported that Simon Perry had been invited to attend a future meeting to share his ideas for the promotion of Ryde with the Council. It was reported that Mr Perry was not seeking any funding towards the project. 
The Town Crier announced that he had recently been to Southampton as a guest and that he would be travelling to Hastings at the weekend for the National Town Criers Competition. The Mayor wished the Town Crier good luck. 
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Tim Wakeley gave an update on the Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce Masterplan following his recent attendance at a recent meeting. The Masterplan is to be informative to the Area Action Plan (AAP), which itself must link to with the Core Strategy for the Island. 

It was reported that the IWC Chamber of Commerce would shortly be ready for public consultation but would first wish to share the document with the Town Council.  The Town Council would then assist to facilitate to the wider public, engage with the Isle of Wight Council and feed comments back into the AAP process.
Councillor David Woodward reported that he had been a representative on a Management Advisory Committee at the Salvation Army Fellowship House. 

Fellowship House had set the group up upon establishment and as a condition of Planning due to local concerns. It had become apparent over the past months that there were no concerns with the enterprise and the group had lost cohesion and now ceased. 

Councillor Harris reported that he had attended the following:

· South & South East in Bloom Awards and was pleased to report that the town had achieved a Silver Gilt. It was reported that the town had achieved more points and only narrowly missed Gold.  Councillor Harris reported that in the It’s Your Neighbourhood Category, Play Lane Millennium Green had maintained the top award –outstanding but had also received the Royal Horticultural Society National Certificate of Distinction. Red Squirrel Dell had also improved on last years award and Friends of Ryde Cemetery maintained their previous level.
· He had assisted in taking a group of children away to London as the winners of the first ‘Stations in Bloom’ Councillor Harris reported that the children had all been an excellent example to the Island.

· He had attended the Community Rail Partnership Annual general Meeting along with Councillor Wayne Whittle.

· Ryde in Bloom, school judging, along with Councillor Jill Moore

· Local Area Action Group meeting

· The flag raising held at the flag pole adjacent to Super Bowl on 4 August to commemorate WW1
· Wight in Bloom awards and was pleased to report that Ryde Town Council has won first place for ‘Community Involvement’.

· Accompanied the judges from South & South East in Bloom for the judging of the first ‘Stations in Bloom’ competition. 

Councillor David Moore reported that he had attended a recent Armed Forces Day meeting and shared the proposed date of 20 June 2015 for next years event. 
Councillor Phil Warren had attended a Ryde Business Association (RBA) meeting and reported that the RBA were keen to work with the Town Council in a small ‘Christmas Light’ switch on event, possibly on the 6 December, as this coincides with the Isle of Wight Council free parking within the town car parks. Councillor Warren informed the Clerks that the RBA would be in contact to progress this forward. 

The Mayor announced that the Carnival Association had advised the dates for 2015 carnivals as follows:
The Children's procession will be on Wednesday 26th August at 2:45pm setting off from Upper Dover Street. 
The Main Carnival will be on Thursday 27th August at 7pm from the Canoe Lake. 
The Illuminated Carnival will be on Saturday 5th September at 8:30pm from the Canoe Lake. 

Any changes to routes are yet to be decided in conjunction to the Police and Island Roads, and will be notified in due course.

ELECTION OF COUNCILLOR
The Mayor welcomed Henry Adams and it was noted that he had been elected as a councillor for Ryde East. 
BEACH SAFETY AND FIRST AID SERVICE 2014.
Mr Ian Jenkins, Waterside of the Waterside Community Trust gave a report on the delivery of this year’s beach Safety service on behalf of the Town Council. 
Councillor Ian Stephens gave thanks to the Beach Lifeguards.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2014

RESOLVED that a budget spend of around £250 for Remembrance Day wreaths to be laid on behalf of the Town Council at Ryde, Ashey and Binstead and for a donation to be made to the Poppy Appeal be approved. This budget spend will be made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.
APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER TO COMMITTEES
An amendment to the proposal fell and it was RESOLVED that Councillor Henry Adams be appointed to serve on the Town Council’s Finance Committee, Skatepark Management Committee and Allotments Management Committee.

THE OPENNESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES REGULATIONS

i. The new rules relating to the openness and accountability of local government in respect of new rights for the public to attend and report meetings were noted. 

ii. The amended rules in respect of public access to meetings and documents of parish councils were noted. 

iii. It was RESOLVED that Standing Order 81 be amended as follows:
The Council shall afford to the press reasonable facilities for the taking of their report of any proceeding at which they are entitled to be present. In addition, in accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 the Council are required to allow any member of the public to take photographs, film and audio-record and report the proceedings at all public meetings. It would be helpful if any member of the public that wishes to film or auto record a meeting lets the Town Council know so that arrangements can be made to provide reasonable facilities to facilitate this reporting.  Reasonable facilities include space to hear and view a meeting, seats and a desk. Any publication of reporting by a member of the public should be done so having regards to the laws of the land, including defamation and public order, and should show respect and tolerance towards others. Anyone acting in a disruptive manner may be excluded from a meeting under Standing Order 38.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 12 August and 2 September 2014 were received.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 31 July 2014 were received. 
It was RESOLVED that the following recommendations arising from the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 24 September 2014 be approved as follows
i. that no contribution be made to the Isle of Wight Council's Environment Officer Service, but that the Town Council continue to investigate and explore all options for the provision of this service in Ryde
ii. That the Town Council is minded at this stage to explore the feasibility of taking on responsibility for beach cleaning and grounds maintenance, however due to discrepancies that have arisen about the provision of both services the Town Council agrees to write to the Isle of Wight Council seeking further clarification about this and about current and future contractual arrangements
Councillor Roi Milburn introduced recommendations iii and iv and it was agreed that these be deferred to the next meeting for final consideration.
MARKETING SUB COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Marketing Sub Committee meetings held on 7 and 26 August were received.
ANNUAL RETURN

The conclusion of the audit for 2013/2014 as set out on a report from the Responsible Financial Officer was accepted. 
PAYMENTS
RESOLVED that

i. Payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 1, totalling £6582.37 be approved
ii. Payments shown on Appendix 2, which have been made under Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3) were noted. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as Monday 3 November 2014, Methodist Church, Garfield Road, Ryde.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following items and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2) and Standing Order no.57 – contract matters.
CHRISTMAS TREES 2014
i. It was noted that the Clerks will be seeking separate quotations for the supply and installation of the town’s Christmas trees and that the these contracts will be awarded by the Clerks in accordance with Contract Standing Order 2.3.4 and within the budget allocated for this project. 

ii. It was agreed that the successful contractor(s) of the above goods and services contracts be added to the Council’s Approved Vendor List for the supply of goods and services up to the value of £5000. 

The meeting closed at 8:38pm.
Signed …………………………………………………… Mayor/Chairman

Date…………………………………………………..
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