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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 4 MARCH 2013 IN THE RYDE METHODIST CHURCH, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Conrad Gauntlett, Brian Harris,
Graham Pearce, Ian Stephens, John Timmons, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle and David Woodward (Mayor)

	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	     Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 
     Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)
     Sgt. James Luckman – Ryde Safer Neighbourhood Team
     Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

     Mr Alex Dyke

     5 Members of the Public
 Questions were raised about the following
· Ryde Town Hall/Theatre
· The IWC switching off the light within the Shrine at Lind Street, Ryde. 

The Mayor agreed that the Clerks would write to the IWC for further information. 

Mr John Taylor, Ryde British Legion - gave an update on the proposals for Armed Forces Day 2013.
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	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Gary Axford, David Knowles, Malcolm Ross, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, Tim Wakeley and Tony Zeid.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 16 as his business has submitted a tender. 
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
There were no requests for dispensations.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4 February 2013 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS
Councillor Ian Stephens asked if any feedback from the theatre letter sent by the clerks seeking clarification of the organ and clock tower.
The clerks informed the Council that they were still currently waiting for a reply. 

Councillor John Timmons asked of there was any opportunity to become involved with the Beach Cleaning contract and consider linking it worth the Beach Safety Service that is provided by the Town Council. 

The Clerk advised that it was likely the IWC Contract was part of a much larger contract that has been awarded to an organisation. 

Councillor Pearce reported that the sand was getting higher each time he went down to check on the pumps on the Esplanade. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle reported that part of the Beach Cleaning contract is the removal of seaweed. Western Garden accumulates seaweed due to the lack of sand.

Councillor Brian Harris asked if the clerk had any further information regarding the chopping down of a conifer tree on the Mayfield Allotments. 

The Clerk advised that the conifers were in a private garden and that access was provided from the allotment site. The allotment officer will be checking the site to ensure all branches and debris has been removed.

REPORTS

Sgt James Luckman gave a report on 

· an incident that had been reported recently in the Oakfield area involving a large group of people

· how he could best use his time at these meetings to benefit the Council and residents

· the night-time economy in Ryde over the weekend of 28 February/1 March was quiet.

Councillor Graham Pearce asked why all of the group involved in the Oakfield incident were directed down Union Street.

Sgt Luckman explained that the groups split into two, one via Monkton Street  and the other via the Town, He added that this was managed very well with the police resources available. 

Councillor Adrian Axford asked if the Street Pastors were still present in Ryde and were they helpful to the police. Sgt Luckman said yes they provide support 

Councillor Ian Stephens asked if there was a contingency plan in pace to draft in other officers should there have been a need for this and other incidents. 

Sgt Luckman reported officers were on standby within the resources available
Sgt Luckman asked the Clerks to circulate his email to the Councillors should anyone have any other questions at any time.

Councillor Arthur Taylor reported that the public toilets in Lind Street will remain open and have been leased back to the Isle of Wight Council from the new owners. 

Councillor Arthur Taylor asked for the Town Council’s opinion on the Lind Street toilets being closed at night following a resident’s complaint about the noisy fan. 

Councillor John Timmons suggested the noisy fan should be fixed rather than the toilets closed. 

The Mayor asked for a show of hands in response to Councillor Taylor’s question that the toilets be locked in the evenings. The majority of Members present felt that they should be.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENT
The Mayor announced that he had attended the Ryde House Dignity Day
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

There were no reports from Town Councillors
PRESENTATION – BIG SCREEN EVENT

Mr Alex Dyke gave a presentation on a proposal for a big screen event over the August Bank Holiday showing film footage of Ryde in present and older times to music. 
Councillor Axford advised that the next Finance Committee to consider grants will be held in June and the Town Council would welcome an application.
PLANNING COMMITTEE
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 23 January and 5 February 2013 were received.
PAYMENTS
RESOLVED that
(i) Payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 1, totalling

£10,137.47 be approved.
(ii) Payments shown on Appendix 2, which have been made Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3) be noted.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was agreed as

8 April 2013, Methodist Church Hall, Garfield Road, Ryde.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following items and they are instructed to withdraw – accordance with Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2) and Standing Orders 57 – contract matters.
UPDATE ON HIGHWAYS PFI
The clerks gave an update on the Highways PFI. 
ONBOARD TV – RYDE FEATURE 2013
The clerks circulated the detailed options for consideration for the coverage of the promotional Ryde Feature on the Wightlink ferries in 2013/14. 

It was RESOLVED that

Option 6 be approved as follows

Ryde Features will be shown on all Wightlink Ferry routes for the months of May, June, July, August, December 2013 and April 2014. This includes production of half a days filming and text edits for amendments to the original film throughout the year. 
RYDE TOWN MAP 2013

A report prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer, setting out recommendations in respect of the tender process for the redesign, production and printing of the Ryde Town Map 2013 was considered.
It was RESOLVED that
(i) That the Council negotiate with the contractor of the 2012 Town Map (Crossprint), based on the existing format, for the production of the 2013 Map. 

(ii)That delegated authority be given to Officers, in consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, for finalising the format, design and printing of the Town Map for 2013.

The meeting closed at 8:05 pm.

Signed …………………………………………………… Mayor/Chairman

Date……………………………………………
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