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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 14 JANUARY 2013 IN THE RYDE METHODIST CHURCH, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Brian Harris, Graham Pearce,
Ian Stephens, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle
and David Woodward (Mayor).
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	     Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 
     Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)
     Sgt. Gary May – Ryde Safer Neighbourhood Team
     Isle of Wight Councillor Arthur Taylor

     Mr Mark O’Sullivan, Manager & Development Officer at

     Isle of Wight branch of Age UK

     Miss Helen Davenport, on behalf of the organisers of  

     Diamond Jubilee event 2012

     Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

     8 Members of the Public
 Questions were raised about the following
· The recent report in the Isle of Wight County Press about Ryde.
· Parking in the High Street precinct during the evenings and weekends.

· Ryde Business Association thanked the Town Council for the funding given towards the Christmas Event. Planning is already under way for a bigger event in 2013.
· Ryde Business Association thanked the Town Council for the Festive Decorative Lighting provided throughout the town.
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	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Gary Axford, Conrad Gauntlett, David Knowles, Malcolm Ross, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor and Tony Zeid.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Ivor Warlow declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 13 – payments.
Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 as he is waiting payment of an invoice relating to this event. 

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 as he is a volunteer for the Good Neighbourhood Scheme.
MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 3 December 2012 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS
Councillor Graham Pearce informed members that he was still waiting to hear back from the Isle of Wight Council in relation to his Notice of Motion 03/12/12 proposing that the anchor from the HMS Royal George be relocated in the Royal George Memorial Garden.  
Councillor Ian Stephens asked, if any further information had been received by the Isle of Wight Council regarding the sale of Ryde Theatre.

The Clerks informed the Town Council that no information had been received.

Councillor Graham Pearce reported that Ryde Theatre had been sold and that contracts had been exchanged and that the new owners would have access by March 2013. He also reported that it was hoped to have the theatre reopened by August 2013.

REPORTS

Sgt Gary May was pleased to report a drop in recorded crime across all Ryde Beats in comparison with December 2011.
Councillor Ivor Warlow reported that he would be raising the issue of pot-holes at the Isle of Wight Council meeting.

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENT
The Mayor announced that 
· The Civic Service would take place on Thursday 23 May at All Saints Parish Church and that arrangements for the service were going well.
· A thank you letter had been received for the funds awarded to the Ryde Rowing Club Regatta for 11 May 2013.
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Tim Wakeley reported on a constructive meeting about the Riverside Centre, Newport that representatives of the Town Council had with Mr Steve Beynon, Isle of Wight Council Chief Executive. Mr Beynon was able to share some useful information about the current situation with regard to the discussions between the Centre’s trustees and the Isle of Wight Council. It was hoped that the Town Council might be able to meet with a representative of the trustees in order to try assist with moving matters forward. 
Councillor Tim Wakeley reported that he had attended a Ryde Business Association and shared some of the work the Town Council has been undertaking across Ryde. 
Councillor Ian Stephens reported he had attended a Ryde Business Association meeting and a question had been raised about the amount of time the Isle of Wight Council are taking to approve the Drop off coach point in Victoria Street.

Councillor Wayne Whittle informed the Town Council that the Isle of Wight Council had received some concerns from local residents and that this had slowed the process. 

Councillors Stephens, Wakeley and Woodward shared their concerns that the Isle of Wight Council were failing to communicate information to the Town Council’s staff on important matters that affected the Town. 

Councillor Brian Harris reported that he had attended the Ryde Old Town Association (ROTA) Annual General Meeting and reported that the ROTA committee had been duly re-elected and were continue working for the benefit of Ryde.
UPDATE ON GOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD SCHEME
Mr Mark Sullivan, Manager and Development Officer at the Isle of Wight branch of Age UK gave an update on the branch’s Good Neighbourhood Scheme. 
The Mayor announced that the Isle of Wight branch of Age UK would be the Mayors charity this year at the Civic Service.

Thanks were given to Mr O’Sullivan and Age UK for the work that is undertaken with older people in the Ryde area.

DIAMOND JUBILEE EVENT – RYDE 2012
Miss Helen Davenport, on behalf of the organisers, gave feedback on the Diamond Jubilee event held at Appley in June 2012. A financial report was given to the clerks to be circulated to Members.
RYDE MASTERPLAN UPDATE
Councillor Tim Wakeley gave an update on the presentation of Stage 1 of the Ryde Masterplan by the IW Chamber of Commerce on 13 December. The Executive Summary produced by the Chamber of Commerce had previously been circulated to Members.  Councillor Wakeley explained that stage 2 of the Masterplan would along with stage 1 be used as evidence by the Isle of Wight Council in the development of the Ryde Area Action Plan (work to commence on this in 2014 and expected publication due in 2015). Councillor Wakeley suggested that the Town Council should consider making a financial contribution to stage 2 in order to have the opportunity to contribute to this evidence base. Some discussion followed in which some Members expressed their concerns about the apparent negativity of the stage 1 findings. It was suggested that the Finance Committee consider whether a financial contribution should be made.
DISPENSATION IN RESPECT OF A DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST
RESOLVED that
I. The new requirement for Parish and Town Councils under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2012 to determine requests for dispensations for councillors to take part in Council business where this would have otherwise be prohibited because of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest was noted.

II. Following advice received from the Monitoring Officer at the Isle of Wight Council, a dispensation be granted until 2 May 2013 for all Members to take part in Precept decisions. 

III. The power to grant future dispensations that will affect all or most of the Members of the Council, be delegated to the Town Clerks, under Sec 101 of the Local Government Act 1972.

IV.  ‘Requests for Dispensation’ becomes a standing item on future Agendas and that individual requests for dispensation be considered and made by the Town Council using the ‘Councillors request for dispensation’ form.
PLANNING COMMITTEE
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 26 November were received.
PAYMENTS
Councillor Ivor Warlow left the meeting room
RESOLVED that
(i) Payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 1, totalling £5186.99 be approved.
(ii) Payments shown on Appendix 2, which have been made Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3) be noted.
Councillor Ivor Warlow returned to the meeting room.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was agreed as

4 February 2013, Methodist Church Hall, Garfield Road, Ryde.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following items and they are instructed to withdraw – accordance with Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2) and Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3).
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
RESOLVED that the Ryde Town Council Grievance Procedure be adopted.
OFFICE ACCOMMODATION
RESOLVED that the renewal of the Town Council’s lease for a further six months for its office accommodation at 10 Lind Street be approved.
TRANSFER OF UPTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS
RESOLVED that the Town Council proceed with the transfer of the legal title for the Upton Road Allotments and that the Clerk be given delegated responsibility to sign the transfer document on behalf of the Council.
The meeting closed at  9:00 pm.

Signed …………………………………………………… Mayor/Chairman


Date…………………………………………………
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