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9 RYDE

TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL’S FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
TUESDAY, 17 JUNE 2025 AT 7.00PM
AT THE FORMER NATWEST BUILDING, ST THOMAS’ SQUARE

Members Present:  Clir Malcolm Ross, ClIr Phil Jordan (Chair), ClIr Jess Higgins, Clir Charles
Chapman, ClIr Michael Lilley, Clir Lou Temmel, Clir Diana Conyers, Clir
Karen Lucioni

Also in Attendance: Tara Bloomfield (Responsible Financial Officer), Robert Clark (Finance
Assistant), Jake Babington (Operations Manager)

Members of the Public - 3

Public Questions

A member of the public asked if the company.(K Coghlan) who are clearing sand in the marina
entrance are supervised as their method of work doesn’t seem efficient and the destination of the
relocated sand didn’t make sense. The Operations Manager explained that they are working in
accordance with a specification and health and safety requirement, stating that the reason for
using smaller machines in the marina was due to the weight of the larger machinery having a risk
of sinking in the basin. The location site of the sand that is moved cannot be changed as this is
where we were granted permission within our licence.

Another member of the public enquired about the nature of the two payments made to
Christopher Scott (£4,700 & £775.00), which committee signed off on these costs and when will
the report commissioned to Christopher Scott be made publicly available. The chair informed the
members of the public that a written reply would be given.

Lastly, a member of the public asked when the concerns raised by the internal auditor over the
transparency of the council website will be addressed. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)
informed them that this is‘a project being worked on by the deputy clerk.

235/23 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

The members of the committee were asked to elect a Vice Chair of the Finance
Committee for the preceding year.

RESOLVED:

THAT, after a vote, Councillor Charles Chapman was elected as Vice Chair of the
Finance Committee.
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APOLOGIES

No apologies were given.

DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
None declared.

REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

None requested.

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

Clir Temmel asks that a sufficient budget be put in place for future elections so that the
public can have polling cards. This year there was a lack of information for residents.
The RFO explained that the council did have a budget set aside for the elections, however
this was only enough for the level of costs incurred in a.standard election year where the
IWC also contributes. It was explained that due to IWC delaying their elections, Ryde
Town Council would have to cover 100% of the cests, of which, the polling cards were
estimated to be £12k alone, and that would not have included any staff time to be
recharged.

Clir Lilley asks to reinstate the small grants scheme for councillors to use in their wards
in the 2026/27 budget. The RFO explained that the reason for the change in the grant
awarding was due to councillors not fully utilising the scheme but it is something that can
be discussed in the budget setting process.

OPERATIONS UPDATE

A verbal update was given by the operations manager on current works being undertaken
by both the marina-and facilities team.

Clir Conyers asks if there could be additional signage put up detailing that the toilets in
Departmentare for public use. Clir Higgins followed this question up with asking that clear
a clear map of toilet locations within the town is displayed in the noticeboards.

Clir Lilley raised a question regarding the sinking boat in the marina. The operations
manager explained that Ryde Town Council have been in contact several times with the
owner regarding the boat, both to assist in repairs and to find a solution going forward.
Unfortunately, the berth holder is not responding.

FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE

The committee were asked to elect four members to sit on the Finance Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED:

THAT, after a vote, Clir Higgins, Clir Chapman, Clir Temel and Clir Ross would form
the Finance Sub-Committee.

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 29" April 2025 were reviewed.
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RESOLVED:

THAT, the minutes to the meetings held on 4" March 2025 were approved and were
signed off by the Chair.

LIST OF PAYMENTS

The list of payments for the period 01/04/2025-30/04/2025 were presented and approved.
BANK RECONCILIATION

The bank reconciliations for the period ending 30/04/2025 was presented and approved.
INTERNAL AUDIT

Members were given a copy of the end of year internal audit report to review and
recommend to Full Council.

RESOLVED:

THAT, the report was reviewed and members recommended it to Full Council for
approval.

VEHICLE INSURANCE

The committee were asked to review and approve the annual vehicle insurance for the
three vans owned by the council for a total of £2,611.55 (2024/25 cost = £2,906.09).

RESOLVED:

THAT, the insurance policy was reviewed and approved for the sum of £2,611.55
PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY INSURANCE

Councillors of the finance committee were asked to ratify the decision made under
delegated authority to take out professional indemnity insurance. This is to protect the
council against any possible claim for advisory services provided for the community, for
example, at the Ryde dnformation and Support Service. The cost of this was £4,335 for
the year.

RESOLVED:

THAT, the decision to take out professional indemnity insurance was ratified.

248/23 GRANT APPLICATIONS
The committee were presented with a list of successful grant awards given to Ryde Town
Council for noting:
They included the following:
| Grantee: | Value: | Details: |




Isle of Wight Council

£3,487

This grant is for Network Ryde and contributes
towards enabling them to run weekly sessions for
young people who have a Short Breaks card (a
card given to young people with additional needs).

Awards for All

The Footprint Trust £12,376 | This funding is to increase the hours offered at the
Ryde Information Support Service (RISS) by two
hours a week and see an additional 68 clients
over a one-year period.

The National Lottery — £20,000 | This grant has allowed the council to extend the

operating period of the RISS up to 31/03/2026. In
the council’s budget there was only a provision to
run the service for the fist six months of the year.
The grant has also partially funded the first six
months of the year, reducing the council’s
contribution to the service from £16,960 to
approximately £4,600.

249/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on 22" July 2025.
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